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Story by JoBeth Jamison

s the world stLugg\es
to overcome the
greenhouse effect, Sedona

IS welcoming a greenhouse

effect of its own.

More and morc, gieen® houses are
showing up on Red Rock Country’s
landsonpe. But, just as there are degrees
of environmentally conscious people,
there are deogrees of environmentally
conscious homes.

"Going green”cnn monn dilferent
things to dificrent people. To same,

It Means creating an orgunic,
completely sclf-sufficient, off-the-
arid environment. To others, it menns
making cnvironmentally responsible and
ccologically sound decisions for their
home and lifestyle whenever possible
within their Ninancial and structural
confines. ‘T’hen there are those who
believe a mud room consututes enrthe-
[riendly or that emernld-colored paint
qualifics their heome as green,

These degrees, or shades of green,
huve melded together to form a growing
culture of “environmentality,” wherein
the pill of yesterday's extreme pructices
has been made casier for mainstream
America to swallow, even in small towns
like Scdona. Here are a few tips from
experts on whit homebuilders, buven
and remodelers should look tor when
looking to go green.
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POWER BARS

Achunced phetovoliaic technelagy it turnna sola panats
ike theve into a reliable and afardeble sousce of emergy.

-fi{“a

Know your greens -

According to the United States Green Building Council
(USGBC), buildings in this country account for 65 percent
of electricity consumption, 12 percent of potable warter
consumption, 30 perecnt of greenhouse gas emissions and raw
materials use, and cthoy are responsible for 136 million tons of
annunl waste. Illements of green building are ones that will
contribute to a significant decrease in these numbers cven as
papulations continue to grow; that reduce our dependency on
limited resources; and thit reduce waste and pollution to what
USGBC calls "levels that ean be aceammodated by the Farch's
natural systems.”

Loeal builders. like Gerhard Mayer-Vogtberg and architect Puul
Cate, hove long embriaced these elements, but have only reeently
noticed a desire in their clientcle to do the same.

“lt has changed from being wacke and way out, to
being mainstream,” says Mayer-Vogrberg, an Austrian-born
environmental builder and contractor.

Catc, a "grcen architect” says, “I'm seeing a radical change.
Clients now are asking specceific questions about these things.
Regardless of how far they go with them, they're interested;
they're making choices.”




DOWN TO EARTH

Canstructed with rammed earth, this Sedona home,
designed by Poul Cate, chows thot eco+rienidly options
can beaullluly comploement a luwry hMestyle.

R
big without the big home

Somotimes tho ambitions of homebuilders are biggor than the
environment should be asked to stomach. The larger the heme,
tho bigger the environmentl toll.

“I’s nature chat drws people here,” says Mayer-Vogtberg.
*Why not live in a house cthart refloots that?”

This is not to say thar green homes have to be small and
unplensant — anc of Mayer-Vogtberg's latest green builds is an
clegant, Meditermnean-style villa — but neither do they have
to be spruwling temples of unused spaoce thut waste valuable
[¢SOUrCES.

When designing a home or planning a remodel, green
advoontes oncourage homecowners to imagine the spacc
they need and work with an architect and builder who
can help them maximize that space and cfficienoy to
mako it luxurious. visually appenling and also environmentally
praotioal.

While Maycr-Vogtborg recognizes that Scdona's upsonle
homescape doesn't always lend itsell to what has traditionally
boon viewed by many as Bohemian tactics, he fecls chat many
of America’s °bad"” building habits are simply the result of

unchallenged repotition.
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“We adopted these things years ago, and wo keep doing them
even though chere’s no common sense to it,” he says.

Another Sedonn-hased architeoc is reportedly working to
develop green<building guidelines using a positivo point system.
Buildings under 2,500 square feer gain points, while anything
larger inours a loss.

If there's no getring around it und you've got to go big, try
to infuse green clements wherever possible to help reduce the
home’s overall environmental impact, exports say.

Make sustainable friends
and recycle the old

Sustainnble and eco-friendly materials are cthosc that
cfficiently use cnergy, water and other rcsources, and
reduce the overall impact on the environment. This mecans
matoerials that are manufoctured and packaged with recyoled,
post-industrial and post-consumer content matoerials (like
Trex decking); rofurbished, remanufactured or sulvoged items
chat can be restored; materials chot are locally avuilable to reduce
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resources used in rransperration; cerified naturnl moterals that
ere in ebundant supply or wood from sustainoble foreste maneged
by the Forest Stewardship Counol (IFSC); moternals produced
wilh reseurce-cflioency by manufocrurers that actively engpee
in eco-fiendly practices. ond leosting matcriale ther create a
health(ul envitonment inside and ouwside the home

Cato suggests erruotural mnterinls like Rastm (o ree}'eldg

Styrofoom and coment miatwure). suuctumlly insulated pancls

(SIP), insulated concrete forms, or light-geuge meral framing
Mayer-Vogtherg 18 a fan of [FlexCrote. ¢ non-toxic adebelike
acrated conercre made from coal wasto nght horo in Aneonn.

*You can integmrte cll hindo of systems,” he snys

UKE AROCK
Gorhard |AsyonVogibera siands woth

a mmple of AeCrole aoroled conaoe
(right) RexCiete constiuction and sofi,
FYC cartifed wood leanng (boww) aie
. jusi same of e gooen fooluros in this

heme buill by Mayer-Voatberg's
T - comparry. NLG Development

Strike a baala nce between
eco-triendly and enduring

Mayer Vogiberg obscrves char while §ome Americon houses
may consict of eco-friendly elemences. many tend te ko builc for
tho eher torm

“Haore, live yoeum loter, poople are changing or upgnding.”

He kbelieves in solid constivction and suggescs the more
heolth(ul end ceologically minded approach 19 to build a housc
that 10 intendcd to ztand for genemtions. (ike those in e native
Gumope. He says it » good 10 nsoe susiainable mararials, but vou
want ones thar will truly sustwin. Both Maver-Vogtberg and Calc
say that organic materinls are cometimes 100 much 1n harmaony
with nature, woloowing oll of nawure's elements including mold
and termites of not propoerly buile. instolled or maintnined.

Over time, osganic or earthen strueluies, like bomee buile wich
stram Lale cr adobe, can bocomo bess amiable to th e envitonment
and tho pocketbook because chey can deteriorate faster and
rcquire conslant maointenance.

\dobe, while it lasts. is & high-eare product and linding
a carogiver for 1t 13 hard.® says Cate. He and Mayer-Vogtlhierg
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agree thot nower techniques like rammed earth — ¢ mix of
soll (that can bo tekan from the homesito itsclf), aggregate
crushed rock and color addinve thut 15 pourcd inro forme and
poundod down inte a wall — perferm betuer bur sull require
eOmao MINICNINCe.

“Rammed earth construcrion is considerably more expenaive,”
Coro eays, “but by for the moset beautiful coo-friendly building
mothod

Care also urges clients to keop the exisring site as virgin as
5 'i:-mauibl"n\\'-.*hﬂn not using xeriscnpe or permarculture landscnping
d to imgnte without using (1p water.

Get grounded

' Vhen it comes (o landscaping 8 property. cxperta cneournge
homeowncrs ro cooerdor working with whot chey alreody have
Desert gardens that worommedate area plants nod wildlifo can be
strikingly beautiful without the fMinsrcisl, physical
and cnviconmental impact that o lush. grossy lown
roquices. Sedona’s hillsides and slopes make it the
poifcot pleee ter water-saving ticred plant and
MNowas beds. '

Don't be a SEER sucker "

Accoiding o Vordo Sol-Air, a Camp Verde

utthey L)l T'be compnny’s advice i5 (o look for
air-conditioning ounits thar opcrate wirth
1 ngher Seasonal Boergy Efficiency Rutio (SUER)
mung

In 2000, che minimum SELR nung for AC unis
was 1915ed to |3 — he bigher the ning the lower
tho impuor (o the bankheok end the enviionment.
Mony manufocturers ere etaving ehead cl the ounve, though, and
offcring units wich retings from 18 (0 23

“A lot of pcoplo go lor 16,” says Cate. who personally uscs a
23 SEER-mted eystom

Greon huilders also avord units that use Irocon refngeront
By (cderl mandate, use of Freon will be phased out by
2010. Mooufoowurers, like copercced Corrier, are creating
more envirenmenially friendly eliernatives to the harmiul
colrnigemni.

Cate savs tbar radiont ceeling & @ coming attraction for eco-
friendly buildings while MayorVogeberg looks (onvard to wall

« 'based mdioni heating,

_—

sh upon an Energy Star

A cooperinive cffort berweeh the U.S. Environmentol
Croreerion Agency and the U.S Department of Eoorgy
Encr%‘% Star 15 a desigrniion given 10 product: and
procuces that mect certin cnvilonmental and energy standards.
The use ol the appliances does not mean compremising on qualicg
‘nogy Scar applisnccs — from reputable manuimeterers such as
Genenl Elecene; Boech. Sub-Zero, Viking, Amana, Moncgmm,
LG and others = include bigh-end dishwashere. clothes washess
and dryors, 1cirigoratcre. computors. copers. printers, ;thones,
tclevisions, Lghting and cciling fans.

taced cir conditioning scivice company, heating
and alir-conditioning systems are the Giggest users
of encrgy in chc bome. up to 75 percent of the



Ovens are not currently gualilicd
by Energy Scar. hewever gas avens
with elcctronic pilotless ignition
or clootrio ovens with halogen
or (nduvcrion clements are
reecommended. For small cooking
tasks, mierowaves ean reduce
cnergy consumpcion by ebour
15 percent. The program claims
to have contributed to Ameneans
saving enough energy toe avoid
grcenhouse gas cemMISSIoONs
equivalent to thoese from
25 million cears and soving
$14 billion on cheir utility bills in
2006 nlone.

Visit enorgystar.gov to get a
list of all qualified products and
eneegy:=saving tips for yous bame.

GO tankless

. Also known as point-of-use or en.demand unics, tanklese water
héﬁtmm_smtm onergy and water by turming en and off anly when
hot warer faucers arc curned on and of). They provido flash
heating as oppesed to constant rebeating of arored wacer Cate
savs tankless heators cen yiecld energy savings of between 30
to 70 pereent and save a eansiderable amount of water, though
Maver-Vogtberg jokes that the phenomena ol endless hot warer
an cold marnings has actwally inercased water eopsumption In
his household,

Coate aloe recommends going with solar hot-water heating,
“I¢’s tho lenst expensive and mast efficiont option and anyone
ean do it,” ho s3vs.

SOME LICE [T HOT
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FRE COMES THe SUN
EquEped with moulbple phatevelisit cells, theop selor airays (Abowe) proaLice
enengh pewer [ar hemeawned Ren ond Claudine hMehney to sell resene
chiemiciny back (e Aropna Publie Service, Bj ummg light finlLoes colled
Selotubes (lel) thet ceplure and chanoel curiighl fiem e reel o poery
f @eund Neer reems, the hehney howse. devigmed by Caley Nas Ve
merte energj (@ spaeel Tho NMoehrey herme eke [estunz an enive Imfoor
es ling @mem using selarbased hot weier.

Soak in the sun

Decades ago, solar cnergy technology came on the seene in
tho form of wnsightly, bulky penels thar were propped up en
rooftops to seak in the sun while efferng licde bang for the
eco-minded buek. Bur todav's are not vour deddy’s selar panels
While phetevaeltnios (PV), the eechnalegy thar uses speeinlized
cells to convort soler energy into elootneity, does not have the
enorgy production capacity of many other electnoiry sources,
the ficld has mede tremendous advanees ever the past deentdle,
both eMeiency and aeschetically spenking. Photoveltaie arrays
— espocially here in sunny Sedona —ean eften seak in enough
enerpy to significancly deervase eleetrie bills or eliminate them
altogether.

“Initiallv it's expensive,” says Carte, “bur depending on how
much vou put in. pavback cemes quick.”™

Ron and Claudine Mohney, Catc’s groenest clients
and porhaps Sedona's greenes! residents, roport that their
60 grid-tied solar pancls seak in enough solor enoecgy ro
sell same back to APS.

Fnr more information on gomg ereen building. visit
ushgec.org, enorgystacgov and (ocusoneneng\com.
The green in veur pecket [ram eensidering these and
many other eco-friendly ehoieces could be the best
shode of all. a8




	sedona-magazine-1
	sedona-magazine-2
	sedona-magazine-3
	sedona-magazine-4

